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The Federal German-Saudi Relations During
the Reign of King Saud Bin Abdul-Aziz
1953-1964

A. Z. Shunnaq*

ABSTRACT

This study attempts to discuss the relations between the Federal Republic of Germany and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia during the reign of King Saud 1953-1964.

The study examines the internal, external policy of King Saud and the political and religious factors that
influenced his policy towards Germany.

The study, on the other hand, discusses the different elements that affected the contribution of Germany’s
policy towards Saudi Arabia, including the unification of the east and west of Germany, relations with Israel
and its role in the Arab-Israeli conflict in light of the Cold War.

The research shows the continuity of commercial activities between Germany and Saudi Arabia despite the
fact that diplomatic relations did not exist until 1955 when Germany established the first legation in Jeddah.
Saudi Arabia established a legation in Bonn in 1956. Diplomatic relations were elevated to the status of
embassies in 1959. The study analyzes the various factors that determined the bilateral relations between
Germany and Saudi Arabia during 1953-1965 when King Saud ruled Saudi Arabia.

* Faculty of Social and Human Sciences, University of Jordan. Received on 23/5/2002 and Accepted for Publication on
5/6/2003.
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